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Letter from the Editor:

Hiya!  Summer event season is firmly upon us!  Kingdom A&S is just behind us, and the rumblings to the north indicate that Border Raids isn't far away at all.  Enjoy yourselves, but please stay cool.  And drink your water!  Heat stroke and dehydration are no fun, particularly when you're hundreds of miles from home.

I've decided to make a minor change in the newsletter, namely when I put it out.  Or at least when I send it to Mistress Alys to put on the web.  I'm going to wait until after the business meeting; that way I can definitively include the class for the month.  I will also include a brief overview of the business meeting, for those who couldn't attend.

Please send me some submissions!  The newsletter is a shire product, so let's make it the best we can!  Besides, you don't really want to see an article from me in every issue, do you?  =)  

YiS,

Ailleagan
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June business meeting notes:

Seneschal – Meetings are now being held in the main branch of the Huntsville/Madison County library on Monroe Street.  She is working on getting us one of the larger rooms, but, since we are a non-profit organization, the request must be formally filed and be presented to the Board.  This may take until the end of the summer.  The shire has a current for an archery marshal and a chirurgeon.

Chronicler – There will be slight changes to the Battered Blade.  Look for surveys in your email!

Herald – It has been pretty quiet this month.  Robert de Reims has submitted his name.

Reeve – He's given out more than we've taken in , but we still have money.  (He's referring to the Beggar's site deposit.  -ed.)

Rapier Marshall – Official practices are Thursday on the lawn at UAH, non-SCA practices are at Hawk's house.  Check with him for details.

Chatelaine – There were two new people at the meeting.  Someone had called Riviera Fitness about bellydancing, but they had no idea about it.  The Liberty Middle School event went well – no demo, just support from the group.

A&S – Daria will do spinning this month.  Edya will do eyeglasses next month.  Also on tap are Falko's medieval inventions class and Nuala's naalbinding class.  September will be a troll class in preparation for MGT.  Matheus is the A&S drop dead deputy.

Knight's Marshall – No injuries at fighter practice, which is always good.  He inherited three tubs of “armor”, which he has edited down to one tub containing a good set of loaner armor.  The stuff not kept for loaner will be offered to the shire; anything left will be sold at the Beggar's Yard Sale.

Other – The Madison Street Festival was brought up as a possible demo.  Booth space is $40 for non-profits.   It is the first Saturday in October, which is the beginning of Huntsville City Schools' fall break.  Talk of having Shoot the Sheriff to benefit the Meridian Gate fund was entertained; Ailleagan will find out if we can request a spot suitable for the activity before the July meeting.  Because we will be requesting a specific spot, the vote will be taken ASAP so we may submit our application early.
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Shire Schedule for June and July:

Fighter practices and rapier practices continue their usual schedule: 5:30 on the lawn in front of the UAH Student Center, weather permitting.  Archery practice has been canceled until further notice.

Meetings are held at the main branch of the Huntsville Public Library on Monroe Street.  They begin at 7:00 p.m.

03 June -- Business meeting
10 June -- Project Night  
17 June -- Class night (spinning / Daria) 
24 June -- MGT Planning 

01 July -- Business meeting
08 July -- Project Night (Beggars prep) 
15 July -- Class night (medieval eyeglasses – Lady Edya Gryff zu der Mülen) 
22 July -- MGT Planning 
29 July -- Open 


Announcements:

The Shire has openings for an archery marshal and a chirurgeon.  Please contact Lady Nuala if you are interested in either position.


Photo of a rapier melee courtesy of Mistress Bianca.  Fencer identification courtesy of Lord Hawk.   In the photo are, on the left, Lord Fedor (well, his leg and wrist are there), an anonymous gentle, and Lord Runolf.  On the right from the back are THL Gordon MacBlayr, Lord Ricart (Hawk),  Alex, and Lord Thomas O'Toole.


Do Awards Add Pressure?  An Introspective Editorial

by Lady Ailleagan nas Seolta

One of the scariest feelings I ever experience in the SCA is when my name is called in Court.  My brain runs the gamut of things I could have done or should have done or didn't do.   And it doesn't help when my friends all say, “Ooh, you're in trouble now!” as I take The Long Walk up to the pillow at Their Majesties' feet.

But you know, I can't help but be proud – and maybe a bit overwhelmed – when the King or Queen starts going through a laundry list of things I've done, some of which I honestly thought was no big deal.  I don't do stuff to get awards.  I do stuff either because I like it or because it needs to be done.

Some people want an award just to say they have it.  Many years ago, I witnessed firsthand a man offer a monetary bribe to the King because he wanted his AoA.  Seriously.  He wanted to be a Lord, but he didn't want to work for it.  Needless to say, he didn't get it.  I cannot begin to express my thoughts about this.  Tacky is a start.  Disrespectful is a bit better.  It's rude to the hundreds of people in the Kingdom who work hard to make things happen.  

I believe that you shouldn't work for an award just because you want that award.  Like Dugal says, if your purpose for doing things is to get an award, you should change hobbies.  Before I settled in An Dun Theine, I labored for years in groups without so much as a verbal thank you.  And I went a decade between awards.  I think the SCA is about friendship, learning cool new things, educating yourself and others, and forgetting your “real world” troubles for a bit.  I don't think it's about the alphabet soup at the end of your name.  If you're only in it for the glory, where do you go from there?  Congratulations and atta-boys only last a little while.  

What about your sense of obligation?

Do you think, “Whew!  I got my AoA (or MLU or whatever), I can stop working now!”

Or do you think, “Yikes!  I've got this award.  People expect things from me now. . . “

I am a firm believer in just doing what you do best.  Whether you sew, or cook, or spin fleece into yarn, or fight, or do ceramics, or write research papers, do what you enjoy.  If you like it, you're more likely to do it well.  And if you do it well, you'll eventually be noticed and rewarded for it.

TRM Caspar and Cecelia saw fit to bestow upon me a Scarlet Star at Kingdom A&S.  This was a huge thrill, because it was one of the awards I truly hoped to receive one day.  Knowing that I am autocratting Beggar's Rebellion, the next An Dun Theine event on the calendar, and doing a big subtlety for Meridian Grand Tournament, I felt a sudden rush of panic.  Would people expect amazing things from me now?  Now that the rush has mostly worn off – although I still privately do my Scarlet Star dance occasionally – I realize probably not, because I don't think most people remember from day to day what awards other people have.  But it reminds me that I have accomplished something, and I should continue to do my best work.  I need to remind people why I got the award, if you will.

When the King announced the award I was receiving, my first thought – no kidding – was, “I don't deserve this yet.  I haven't been back working long enough.  I thought it would be a few years before I could even be considered for it.”

Receiving an award sets a bar.  If you wear the bling, you should continue to do good things.   Be yourself, but be the best You possible.  


People Around the Shire: A Questionnaire

What is your name? 

Dugal the Red Giant of Glenheather.  

What is your quest?

To be a Knight of Meridies (every fighter's quest).

What is your favorite color?

Blue. . .   No. . .  Reeeeeeeeeeeeeeeedddddddddd!

When and where would you have lived?

I lived on the north coast of Scotland in 980 a.d.

What attracted you to this era?

The garb was very flexible, and it's the ancestral birthplace of my mundane family.  And I look really good in a kilt.

What would you have done if you had actually lived then?

I probably would have been a part-time mercenary, part-time cobbler, part-time blacksmith, and all-around ladies' man.

How long have you been in the SCA / when did you join?

I have been in 22 years – I joined in 1986, the week before the Shire's first appearance in the Huntsville Christmas parade.  It was the first time I'd met anyone in the Shire.

How did you find out about the SCA?

I was invited by a friend, who knew about my interest in the Middle Ages, to walk in a Christmas parade in Pulaski, Tennessee, with the Shire of Delvingrim.  There, I met Lord Domnall who said, “We have a group in Huntsville, and we're doing a parade next weekend.”

What aspects of the SCA first attracted you?

First the garb, then the combat, then the dance.  And, of course, all the eating!

Have your tastes changed since then?

Very much.  I was 14th century, all pomp and flash, and convinced that looking good and being uncomfortable were synonymous.  I used to think that winning was the most important thing.  Now my emphasis is on learning and teaching.

What aspects of the SCA interest you now?

I'm fascinated with the aspects of leatherwork and everyday life of the common man.  I still enjoy fighting and feasting, though these days it takes less of each to fill me up.

What award that you have received means the most to you?

My Argent Shield.    

Are you belted to anyone?  If so, what is your area of focus?

Yes, I am belted to Sir Cydrych.  I serve my Knight and the Kingdom in whatever capacity they see fit.

What is your greatest pet peeve in the SCA?

People who are always *going* to do something, but never actually get around to doing it.  It aggravates me when I do it, too.

Where do you see yourself in five years?

In a perfect world, I'd be kindly old Duke Dugal, resting on my Laurels (who would be advising me to lose some weight 'cause I'm squishing them).  Realistically, just older, wiser, and closer to my goals.

Is there anything you would change about your SCA career?

That Doug's mundane life wouldn't have caused so many breaks in Dugal's SCA life. 

Has your SCA career impacted your mundane life in any way?

Yes.  My previous hobbies required a different physique.  Since joining the SCA, I have put on 140 pounds.  I've got much more confidence, and I believe I've grown as a leader.



